
RECORD OF THE PROCEEDINGS 
 

OKANOGAN COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 
 

October 3, 2016 
 

  9:00 AM Review Consent Agenda 

  9:30 AM Briefing Among Commissioners-Approve Vouchers 

11:00 AM Update – Public Works Administration – Ben Rough 

  1:30 PM Update Planning – Perry Huston 

  4:00 PM Continued Public Hearing – Declaration of Surplus Property & Auction 

  4:30 PM Review Meeting Minutes and Approve 

The Okanogan County Board of Commissioners met in regular session on October 3, 

2016, with Commissioner Jim DeTro, Commissioner Sheilah Kennedy, and Kathleen 

Descoteaux, Clerk III, for Laleña Johns, Clerk of the Board, present. 

 

Commissioners convened at 9:15 a.m. 

 

Motion - Voucher Approval - Commissioners 
Vouchers certified and audited by the Auditing Officer as required by RCW 42.24.080 and those 

expense-reimbursement claims certified as required by RCW 42.24.090 have been recorded on 

a list, and made available to the Board.  As of this date, the Board did vote, by unanimous vote, 

to approve the payroll vouchers in the amount of $949,546.60 and CE vouchers in the amount 

of $1,850.00. Warrant numbers as cited on the attached blanket voucher certification list. Motion 

seconded and carried.  

Review Consent Agenda 

Commissioners reviewed the Consent Agenda. 

 

Briefing Among Commissioners-Approve Vouchers 

The Commissioners discussed moving the surplus auction from October 22nd to October 

29th due to hunting season still being in effect on the former date. The date was 

changed. The Clerk of the Board advertised the change in the newspaper of record and 

Commissioner DeTro asked that Shawn Davisson, Public Works-City of Okanogan, be 

updated, as well. 

 

Perry Huston discussed the outstanding vouchers and key collection for the Fairgrounds, 

now that the summertime temporary staff has completed their jobs. No post office keys 

were returned – they may still be in the office. 

 

Maurice Goodall discussed audio speaker quotes for the Fairgrounds. He also discussed 

some estimates for installation. Additionally, there are some invoices that have not been 
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paid for the some Fairgrounds speaker bills. The Commissioners gave Mr. Goodall 

approval to seek other bids to update the speaker system at the Fairgrounds. The unpaid 

invoices will be investigated. 

 

Mr. Goodall discussed raising monetary limit for getting three bids. It is currently set at 

$2,500.00, but he thinks that’s an unrealistic amount. No action was taken. 

 

Mr. Goodall also discussed an advance travel request for training related to his job, 

which the Commissioners signed. 

 

Concerning the draft contract for services between Okanogan County and Economic 

Alliance, Commissioner Kennedy directed staff to write a final draft for the amount of 

$100,000 as it appeared the current draft included extra funds in the amount of $25,000. 

The draft contract term indicated October to October with three months left of 2016 for 

which the entity would like payment.  

 

Update – Public Works Administration – Ben Rough 

Ben Rough, Perry Huston 

 

Mr. Rough discussed that Gary George (Solid Waste Dept.) is travelling to Jackson, WY 

to learn from an organization there about how to run his department in the black. It is a 

good opportunity. He is also meeting with another organization in Idaho on the same trip. 

It should be more effective than attending a conference.  

 

WSDOE Landfill Closure Status: Mr. Rough contacted DOE about closing some of their 

transfer stations. Concerning the Ellisforde transfer station, the DOE would like water 

samples pulled from nearby wells. The reason for that is that they always want three 

water samples but the County has only been able to provide from one well. They are 

currently requesting water samples from neighbors so they don’t have to drill any wells. 

DOE has said that two samples would be sufficient, but Mr. Rough is requesting that the 

DOE supply that in writing. Concerning Okanogan, there are gas probes that measure 

gas emissions at the Okanogan landfill. DOE is prepared to eliminate them because the 

gas emissions are very low. However, there is a higher than acceptable level of 

contaminants in nearby wells. Mr. Rough is looking into how long those levels need to be 

monitored and whether or not more wells will need to be installed in order to measure 

contaminant levels because most people near-by are not on wells, but on the city water 

system.  

 

Hubbard Road: Perry Huston joined to discuss the Morgan easements concerning 

Hubbard Road. A petition is not needed to add a road to the system, but if it is put back 
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on the county system, who is responsible for bringing the road up to standard? There are 

people who do not wish to have a septic lagoon near their property and do not wish to 

open access. Others would prefer a more stable access. Many calls are coming in. Mr. 

Huston is going up to verify that the septic lagoon is operating properly. Commissioner 

DeTro asked that, if the DOT is using the access at times as a detour, what is the 

problem with allowing access to the public? There is also a new passing lane in the area 

that would allow traffic speeds to remain up. So many problems that needed to be 

mitigated have already been taken care of. There is a serious issue in that if there isn’t a 

septic lagoon and there’s nowhere to dump it, there will be problems which could lead to 

public health issues.  

 

Timecard signing authority: Mr. Rough described the Public Works procedure for signing 

timecards. The supervisors in each of the six area shops and the maintenance shops 

sign the timecards. There is no issue, he wanted the Commissioners to understand how 

the timecards are signed for the shops. 

 

Conconully Sewer Utility: Mr. Rough discussed with the mayor of Conconully about 

taking over the Sewer Utility. The mayor was not very excited about it because they have 

a very small Public Work department. Public works will work together with Conconully to 

determine exactly how much work it is and to verify that it will not become a 

dysfunctional program if Conconully takes over. The mayor was less concerned about 

the finances than what impact the change would have on the Conconully staff that would 

have to take on the workload. Commissioner Kennedy said that everything, including the 

reserve funds that have been set aside, should be turned over to Conconully and 

whether or not Conconully gets extra staff is up to Conconully. Mr. Rough will add up the 

total funding that has been set aside for that area to present to the Conconully mayor. 

 

Public Works vehicle titles: It was recommended that all vehicle titles for all departments 

in the county be kept with the Clerk of the Board. Mr. Rough verified that all titles are 

stored in a repository and that all titles are not in any person’s name. He wondered if the 

titles for Public Works should be kept safely with Public Works or if they really do need to 

be left with the Clerk of the Board? Commissioner Kennedy said that consistency should 

be the standard and that all titles should be kept with the Clerk of the Board. Copies may 

be left with the shop supervisors.  

 

Road Map: In the near future, Public Works would like to have a discussion about the 

roads that are added to the map. Public Works will contact Commissioner Campbell to 

see if he requires any documentation or staff support for an upcoming meeting. 
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Update – Planning 

Perry Huston, James DeSalvo 

Mr. Huston began by bringing the Commissioners up to date on the Mazama land 

exchange. James DeSalvo, director of Methow Trails, briefed the Commissioners. This 

project has been in place for a couple years to build a parking area at one of the 

trailheads. A land exchange must occur between Methow Trails and the County before 

the project may move forward. Lloyd Logging has been selected to do the work once the 

project begins. A Land Owner Agent Consent form is needed. Essentially, the County 

would make Mr. DeSalvo an agent with authority to move ahead on the permitting 

process. This would allow Mr. DeSalvo to pursue permits, not actually start the work. 

Commissioner Kennedy asked why an official bid process isn’t being pursued, as owners 

of the property. Mr. Huston said that Title 35 allows organizations to build recreational 

infrastructure on County property. The scope of the project is within the boundaries of 

that process. Commissioner Kennedy asked Mr. Huston to verify through Counsel. Mr. 

Huston agreed. Commissioner Kennedy then asked how the County can improve going 

through the permit process until the County has everything in RCO finalized. Mr. Huston 

said that it is up to the Commissioners and no harm would be done if the deal fell 

through. Costs would be lost on the Methow Trails side. Mr. DeSalvo said that Methow 

Trails currently has $20-30k invested in the trailhead project and is committed to moving 

forward. Postponing might be very difficult for Methow Trails with winter coming quickly. 

Commissioner DeTro verified that the consent form would not encumber the County. Mr. 

Huston verified that it is not a power of attorney. Commissioner DeTro asked who is 

providing oversight on the project for the County. Mr. DeSalvo said that Josh Thomson 

has been involved for quite some time and might be able to provide oversight. 

Commissioner DeTro said they could cross that bridge when they come to it. Mr. Huston 

suggested that the land owner agent consent form be signed. Albert Lin, Counsel, was 

asked to review the documents. After being updated and reviewing the documents, Mr. 

Lin asked that the legal description for the property be verified. Mr. Huston agreed. Mr. 

Lin then asked if written confirmation had been provided by RCO that all issues had 

been addressed. Mr. Huston said he would review previous correspondence to verify.  

 

Motion – Land Owner Agent Consent Form 

Commissioner Kennedy moved to authorize Chairman DeTro to sign the Methow Trails 

Land Owner Agent Consent Form regarding parcel numbers 9101000101 & 3620300029 

for trailhead improvement project land exchange for trailhead. Commissioner DeTro 

seconded. All were in favor. Motion carried. 

 

Voluntary Stewardship Program Vacancy: Mr. Huston discussed a vacancy on VSP. The 

vacancy is in Commissioner Campbell’s district. 
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Subdivision Code update: The last draft that is slated for public review is prepared. 

 

Department Staffing: Mr. Huston then discussed department staffing. If the 

Commissioners allow him to fill a planner position, he will probably fill internally. 

Commissioner Kennedy said she would like to see him fill the position and be ready for 

any upcoming workload. It would be better to be prepared and revisit the situation later. 

Mr. Huston said he would work with HR and move ahead. 

 

Employment Performance Review: Mr. Huston asked for an executive session 

concerning an employee performance review for 15 minutes at 2:10pm. Albert Lin will 

also discuss a subject of litigation and requested an additional 5 minutes. 

 

Motion – Resolution 85-2016 – Lifting the Burn Ban 

Burn Ban: Commissioner Kennedy moved to approve Resolution 85-2016 lifting the 

County Wide burn ban and rescinding Resolution 51-2016 & 71-2016 which 

implemented and amended the burn ban. Commissioner DeTro seconded. All were in 

favor. Motion carried. 

 

Motion Adjourn BOCC Convene Oroville Rural EMS – RES. 1-2016 Interlocal 

Commissioner Kennedy moved to adjourn as the Board of County commissioners and 

Convene as the Oroville Rural EMS District.  Motion was seconded and carried. 

 

Mr. Huston presented a resolution and an amended interlocal for review. This new 

interlocal rescinds all previous interlocals between the County and Oroville EMS. The 

agreement outlines precisely by whom fees are paid. Indemnification language was 

added at the Risk Manager’s request. This interlocal does not involve the ambulances.  

 

Commissioner Kennedy moved to approve Oroville Rural EMS District Resolution as 

soon as staff formats the text. Motion was seconded. All were in favor. Motion carried. 

 

Motion – Oroville Rural EMS District Resolution 1-2016 

Commissioner Kennedy moved to approve Oroville Rural EMS District Resolution 1-

2016, rescinding the agreement signed August 23, 2016 and executing the new 

agreement attached to the resolution. Motion was seconded. All were in favor. Motion 

carried. 

 

Commissioner Kennedy moved to adjourn as the Oroville Rural EMS District and re-

convene as the Board of County Commissioners.  Motion was seconded and carried. 
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Mr. Huston discussed some updates with Tonasket EMS, but no action was necessary 

by the Tonasket EMS governing board.  

 

Approve Consent Agenda 

Commissioner Kennedy moved to approve the consent agenda. Commissioner DeTro 

seconded. All were in favor. Motion carried. 
1. Commissioners Proceedings September 27, 2016 
2. Resolution 90-2016 Budget Transfer State Examiner 
3. Resolution 92-2016 Juvenile Detention Facilities 
4. Resolution 93-2016 Adopting the NEWC Bylaws 

 

Continued Public Hearing Declaring County Owned Property Surplus  

Commissioner DeTro opened the public hearing to public. Seeing no public, he closed 

and opened up for staff. The Clerk of the Board explained the date change and 

recommended the auction be October 29, 2016. The Clerk also explained that the 

Commissioners could set the minimum bid, but did not for some of the items. 

 

Motion Approve Resolution 86-2016 – County Surplus 

Commissioner Kennedy moved to approve Resolution 86-2016, a resolution in the 

matter of declaring certain county-owned property surplus, setting a date and ordering 

the sale thereof. Commissioner DeTro seconded. All were in favor. Motion carried. 

 

Commissioner DeTro then closed the public hearing. 

 

Review Meeting Minutes and Approve 

 

Commissioners adjourned at 5:00 p.m. 

 


